


What is the CFPA?

• The CFPA formed as a non-profit on 22 March, 1994. It is 
the mission of this association to publish information and 
host educational programs that highlight process advantages 
for TCF/PCF products

• In 1996 we instituted a third party certification  process 
targeting pulp and paper environmental performance. We 
seek to protect and ensure that products labeled as TCF
“Chlorine Free”, or PCF “Recycled & Chlorine Free”, come 
from post-consumer fiber, sustainable forestry, no old 
growth, from mills in compliance with environmental pollution 
permits, and exceeds, or meets, international guidelines 
determined to be environmentally preferable.  



A Few Definitions

•We are going to cover a few 
terms that many may or may not 
be familiar with. If I use a term 
you are not familiar with and I can 
explain, or define, I will.



TCF {Totally Chlorine Free}

TCF is a term reserved for virgin fiber 
papers. TCF papers do not use pulp 
produced with chlorine containing 
compounds as bleaching agents. A 
certified producer has no current, 
nor pending environmental permit 
violations, the pulp comes from 
sustainable harvested forests, free 
of old growth. 
Certified TCF Papers carry 
the CFPA mark



Processed Chlorine Free

PCF is a term reserved for recycled 
content paper products. All recycled 
fiber used, as a feed stock must meet 
EPA, or Regional Authority, requirements 
for recycled or post-consumer content 
and has not been re-bleached with chlorine
containing compounds. Minimum of 30%*pcw
is required. A certified producer has no current, 
nor pending environmental permit violations, the
pulp comes from sustainable harvested forests, 
free of old growth. If the paper contains any 
virgin fiber, that fiber must be Totally Chlorine 
Free.
Certified PCF Papers carry the
CFPA Mark 



Elemental 
Chlorine “Gas” 
Free  {ECF}
•This is a term used to 
introduce and identify 
pulp and paper that is 
produced using chlorine 
dioxide, a chlorine 
compound used to meet 
the minimum standards 
required for environmental 
compliance.



The Pulp and Paper Industry Leads the World:
#1 Consumer of Fresh Water

#1 Consumer of Energy

#1 Producer of Toxic Organochlorine Compounds 

#1 in releases of Toxic Organochlorine Compounds



• Aldrin
• Chlordane 
• DDT
• Dieldrin
• Endrin
• Heptachlor

• Mirex
• Toxaphene
• Polychlorinated 

Biphenyl's
• Dioxins
• Furans
• Hexachlorobenzene

The Dirty Dozen of Chlorinated Compounds



Who’s becoming involved?

United Methodist Church

The State of Vermont

The United Nations

City of Berkley



United Methodist Church
General Conference Resolutions
A Dioxin-Free Future –Calls for the phase out of 
processes that create dioxin
United Methodist Women/Women’s Division policies

At the fall 1997 board meeting, the directors of 
the Division voted unanimously that the Division use 
only chlorine-free products. The connection between 
dioxin contamination and various severe health 
problems in women and children, including 
reproductive cancers (such as breast cancer).  One of 
the primary causes of dioxin production is chlorine 
bleaching in the pulp and paper industry. 



State of Vermont
In 1994, Governor Dean 

Issued an executive order
Creating the Clean State 

Council.  4 years later making the
State of Vermont the 

first to become a chlorine free 
State.

"Effective May 15, 1998 State Agencies have been 
made mandatory to Purchase certified PCF paper 
through the Supply Center. Finance will not process 
payments from any other vendor.“

Tom Torti Commissioner 
State of Vermont 
Agency of Administration



Who is already Purchasing?

"Switching the State of Vermont to certified 
Processed Chlorine Free paper was, 

although hard work for Vermont 
employees, well worth the effort. The 

reward speaks for itself. Few things I have 
done as Governor are as important as my 

commitment to the environment."
Honorable Howard Dean M.D.
Governor
State of Vermont
15 June 2000



May 2001 – The United Nations Implements bid 
process, Int. Ref: ROSN11400/NJK, requiring paper 

products be Certified Processed Chlorine Free by the 
Chlorine Free Products Association.

THE UNITED NATIONS

We are currently working with Millennium, an international 
sourcing company to supply all UN Facilities Worldwide 
with certified PCF papers around the globe. We hope 

that ABAG Members will lead the charge on the 
west coast. 



Contracting & Purchasing Ordinance of 
Cook County Illinois

• “Chlorine free paper or paper products” 
means recycled paper in which the recycled 
content is unbleached or bleached without 
chlorine or chlorine derivatives, or virgin 
paper which is unbleached or processed 
with a sequence that includes no chlorine 
or chlorine derivatives.”





Market Development Activities
NCMA Members are leading the world's publishers 

in environmental stewardship by encouraging 
paper suppliers to provide a Certificate of 
Authenticity from the Chlorine Free Products 
Association. This third party accounting assures 
that the papermakers used meet all environmental 
permit requirements, practice sustainable 
forestry, do not use trees from an old growth 
forest, provide accounting for recycled content 
and do not use chlorine chemistry for bleaching.

Join us in bringing accountability by requesting the 
paper you use carry the CFPA
TCF            PCF           Marks.



How does the CFPA assure 
third party accountability?

• We call in the experts.



CERTIFIABLE 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Dr. Rudra Singh
Ph.D.. from the University of Adelaide, Australia
22 years as head of Scott Paper’s bleaching technology worldwide 
Holds more than 34 US and foreign patents 
Named a TAPPI Fellow in 1987 
Keynote speaker at annual meetings for pulp and paper associations throughout 
the world,  including Argentina, Chile, China, India, Russia
Published: Bleaching of Pulp and Delignification with Oxygen, Ozone and Peroxide 
TAPPI Press 

Dr. Norman Liebergott
44 years of service to the pulp and paper industry
He has centered his work on developing, implementing, and 
promoting the oxygen alkali extraction, peroxide re-enforcement of
the extraction process, oxygen,  ozone,  and peracid delignification
processes. 
Holds 32 patents in the area of pulping bleaching process and 
environmental control
Named a TAPPI Fellow in 1991



CERTIFIABLE 
ACCOUNTABILITY

We have created a third party 
process that verifies:



Certifiable Accountability

No environmental permit violations 
current nor pending



Certifiable Accountability

Correct math for post consumer content



Certifiable Accountability

Virgin fiber from sustainably 
harvested third party audited forest      

No old growth virgin fibers



Certifiable Accountability

No chlorine compounds are used 
for bleaching pulp that is used in 
making a Certified Product.



Third Party Accountability
• Why are we so serious about bring 

accountability to Environmental 
Claims?

• Recycled logo
– Where do you get it from?
– Did you know that no government agency, 

like the EPA, has ever audited a paper 
company for recycled claims!



How can I make 
sure my paper 

is TCF/PCF? 



Which Mills have Certified?





Perkins Cascade Group

www.cascades.com

Producers of Certified
PCF Tissue & Towel

Products.



Produces Certified TCF Kraft Pulp

•Market pulp producer

•Capacity to produce over 225,000 tons of 
Bleached Kraft  TCF pulp - full brightness up 

to 94º GE in both hardwood and softwood

•No upcharge



Completed PCF certification in 1998

New Life DP 100
Uncoated free Sheet paper 
88 º GE 
available in cut size, custom sheets, and rolls 
60% pcw -20% TCF virgin pulp





Completed PCF certification in 1999

Evolution 100

•Text and cover line
•This grade comes in a variety of colors, basis 
weights, and offers a watermarked line 
excellent for office stationary. 
•Very suitable for Annual Reports.
•100% pcw



• The Breakey Fibers division 
completed the first PCF Certification 
for a deinked market pulp producer in 
North America. 

• They produce a bright white 86 º GE 
market deinked pulp that is identical 
to chlorine bleached pulp without the 
human health impacts.



• A producer of #4 - #5 coated ground wood 
• 85m tons of blade coated grades 
• 65m tons of roll coated grades
• Wide range of basis weights   
• Have own deinking mill 
• Can provide TCF/PCF certification



Certified TCF
• Baxter Text
• Catalogue GNP Gloss web offset
• GNP gloss rotogravure paper 
• Katahdin 

– High Brite  
– Matte



“TCF certification is not just a 
single, isolated event on our 
company’s existence,” asserts 
Eldon Doody, President of Great 
Northern Paper, Inc.  “It is a 
vital part of our company’s long-
term plan to become a leading 
supplier of specialty papers.”















You CAN make a difference!
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